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BROOKE ELEMENTARY
HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON OCTOBER 12, 2009

AT 7:00 PM IN THE LIBRARY.

MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES FOR September 14, 2009
Number of people attending: 19

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Liz Brull called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  

· The meeting began with introductions of the officers: Liz Brull, Co-President; Cindy Begg, Co-President, Christina Frankel, Treasurer; Krista Bean, Corresponding Secretary, Colleen Lelli, Recording Secretary. Other members of the Home and School introduced themselves. 

2.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT reported by Dr. Mackel:

· News:

· Current enrollment: Enrollment is 408.

· Welcome to a few new teachers –Kara Johnson, Learning Support; Heather Reidy, Speech; Sue Kantner, Instructional Assistant; Kim Hagendorf, Instructional Support.

· We have one student teacher- Lauren English with Miss DiCicco

· Thanks to the Home and School for the Welcome Back Breakfast. 

· Theme this year is Hollywood: Thanks to Tracie Hackett, Karen Pizzuta, Shirleen Smiley, Liz Brull and Tonia Leonard

· Past Events

· Bucket Filler Assembly with Carol McCloud September 10th
· Back to School Night was September 10th
· Field Trips:

· Environmental Education Kindergarten (at school) 3rd and 4th grade late September 

· Special Education-Community Based Field Trips Manderach park, National Penn Bank, Elmwood Park Zoo

· Weaver’s Orchard- Kindergarten

· Other Information:

· RTI – Response to Intervention.

· All grades level. Starts with DIBELS Screening. Each child is screened individually and then they are grouped according to strengths and needs for Tier I, Tier II and Tier III. They will be instructed every day for ½ hour. 

· Dibels testing has begun September 8th to September 18th
· Guided Reading for all grades. Fountas and Pinnell now through October: More in depth reading screening than DIBELS. 

· Volunteer clearances/Raptor Screening

· Raptor: New screening and security measure to not allow child predators into the building. Everyone including staff will be asked to give license and then an ID badge will be printed with photo ID. Clearances are still being utilized. 

· Upcoming Events:

· Fall Fun Fair Friday October 2nd
· Student Photos Wednesday October 7th 

3.
CO-PRESIDENT’S REPORT by Cindy Begg and Liz Brull:

· Thank you for attending.  We appreciate everyone’s attendance at this meeting. We recognize that many parents are attending the 5th grade center’s open house and could not make it to this meeting as well.

· We are going green. We are working hard to streamline the process. Krista Bean is corresponding secretary and all fliers need to go from committee chairs to her. Forms will be online and can be printed from Brooke Home and School link found on Brooke home webpage.

· Committee Chairs open: Beautification committee - This committee is responsible for occasional weeding of landscaped beds outside of Brooke and seasonal decorating of the lobby.  Blood Drive - one person is needed to help Jen Capone with the blood drive.  Basket Raffle can have co-chairs. Basket Raffle is an event where themed gift baskets of donated items are raffled off.  Basket raffle is different from Basket Bingo and does not involve Longaberger baskets (does not need to be a Longaberger basket) filled with stuff by theme. Raffle tickets are used. Olympic Day is also open.

4. RECORDING SECRETARY’S REPORT by Colleen Lelli :  

· Minutes are available on-line on the Brooke School website. Click on School Information link and then Home and School.

· A motion to accept and approve the minutes from May of 2009 was made by Joyclyn Faust and seconded by Karen Pizzuta.

5. CORRESPONDING SECRETARY’S REPORT by Krista Bean:

· All committee chairs should send to Krista any information for fliers that need to be sent home. She will be designing the fliers.

· Currently we are using Brooke’s home page with a connecting link to the Home and School page. Eventually we will have our own webpage that is in the process of being designed. Periodically check the website for updates from Home and School.

6. TREASURER’S REPORT by Christina Frankel:

· We are looking at possibly replacing the kindergarten playground equipment. 

· Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were available during the meeting.  The account balances as of 9/14/09 are:



Commerce Checking

$17,786.00



Commerce Savings

$28,512.00


Total



$45,886.00

· A motion to accept and approve the budget for the 2009-2010 school year was made by Tonia Leonard and seconded by Hope Embree.

7. SNAP PRESENTATION by Jean Lare, SNAP Community Representative

· SNAP (Students Need an Alternate Party) is a community group started by four Brooke moms that provides a post prom party for Spring Ford High Juniors and Seniors. Research shows that prom night is the most dangerous night for high school kids.

· The post prom party is from 11-5 am and inflatables, tattoo artists, food, face painting, table games, etc. are provided.

· The budget was $30,000 in past years and this year’s budget is $40,000. 

· Every year a theme is chosen. The theme this year is Passport Around the World.

· Many fundraisers are held throughout the year. A complete list can be found at the SNAP website under news and events. Website is www.sfsnap.org
· Anyone can become a volunteer by contacting a committee member and/or going on PTO Manager. 

8.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Basket Raffle-Need Chairperson
· Will be held in the spring. A chair (or co-chairs) is needed. Anyone interested should contact Liz Brull or Cindy Begg.
· Beautification-Need Chairperson 
· Chair needed. This committee is to decorate the lobby for various holidays and to maintain the flower beds out front of the school’s main entrance. 

· Blood Drive-Jen Capone (Need a co-chair)
· Book Fair – Danielle Ward (not in attendance), Shannon Magella (not in attendance) & Amy Moore (not in attendance)

· The chairs attended a training session for the book fair given by Scholastic.

· We will now be using registers instead of calculators. The registers are not programmed to calculate 20% off so we will not be offering the discount this year doing that this year.

· The first book fair will be the week of November 16th. 

· Pizza night in collaboration with the book fair will be Monday November 16th.

· Dance-A-Thon – Karen Pizzuta and Tracie Hackett (not in attendance)

· Starting to organize.

· The Dance A Thon will be November 6th.  

· Each student will receive a packet to get donations which will be sent home the end of September.

· Sponsors are needed to donate items.  Monetary donations are also fine. These items will be raffled off during the event to the students.

· This year a small basket raffle will be held for the parents. Contact Ann Schwenk if you are interested in helping with the basket raffle for the Dance A Thon.

· Contact Karen or Tracie if you are interested in helping with the Dance A Thon.

· Family Fit Nights - Shirleen Smiley, (not in attendance)

· 1st Family Fit night will be October 20th from 7-7:45. LeRoux School of Dance will provide dances to get the kids ready for the Dance A Thon.

· Holiday Happenings - Christine Mentzer

· More information is forthcoming.

· Hollywood Family Night- Robin Seifert (not in attendance) and Julie Giorgi (not in attendance)

· Will be discussed later in the year as the date comes near.

· Hospitality/Teacher and Staff Appreciation – Shari Spotts

· Breakfast for the teachers was provided for the beginning of the 2009-2010 school year. 

· During the week of Halloween, a teacher lunch will be provided.

· Kids Artwork Fundraiser – Kate Taylor (not in attendance)

· Students’ original work completed at school and then sent home for approval.

· We will receive 33-50% profit.

· Children’s art can be placed onto various items such as: recipe cards, T shirts, pillow cases, potholders, etc.

· KidStuff Books- Liz Brull

· The fundraiser has begun and will end September 25th.

· Market Day – Stephanie Macaluso (not in attendance) & Rebecca Mest

· Online orders due September 16th.

· Pick up is September 23rd.

· As of last week, sales were low. 

· Olympic Day- Need Chairperson
· Held at the end of the year and will be discussed at a later date.

· Outreach Committee - Janet Mellon (not in attendance)

· Purchase of gift cards for teacher weddings, births, and retirements.  

· Refunding/Box Tops, eScrip, etc. – Jen Capone (not in attendance) and Robin Perna (not in attendance)

· eScrip will renew members from last year.
· Printer cartridge not an easy refunding program. 
· Will be using Subway as a refunding program. 
· Giant-we earn 5% on prepurchased gift cards.
· We use Target. If you have a credit card and sign up for Brooke as your school choice we get a refund.
· Box Tops- We earn 10 cents per top. This year we will have a box in every classroom. We will tally at the end of every month. A star will be given to the class with the most boxtops per grade. An ice cream party will be the reward for the class with the most stars at the end of the year.  

· We also do collect Campbell labels. 

· Restaurants – Hope Embree

· California Tortilla Night set for 9/24/09.  

· Chick Fil A is October 27th. Volunteers are needed for Chick Fil A night to spin a wheel for customers to win prizes. 

· Fliers need to go out for restaurant nights because restaurants require those slips so we can earn a percentage of sales.

· Eventually we hope to have a copy of those forms online. 

· Santa’s Secret Shop- Michelle Eickhoff (not in attendance) & Shari Spotts 

· More information is forthcoming.

· School Store – Jennifer Ludgate (not in attendance)

· Begins this Friday September 18th for grades 1-4.

· Spirit Wear - Marlo Olson

· We will have 2 designs available this year: Spring-Ford with a  Ram and Brooke Elementary.
· Hoodies are available in pink and blue and a Blue and Gold Hoodie.
· Lounge pants are available in blue and gold plaid.
· Kids and adult sizes will be available. 
· Samples will be available for sizing. 
· Order forms will be distributed first week in October. 
· Orders will be due the end of October. 
· Samples available at Fall Fun Fair.  

· Wednesday Folders - Tonia Leonard  and Rachel Lebiedzinski (not in attendance)

·  Looking for  volunteers, can bring your younger kids.  They meet every Tuesday to stuff folders.  A schedule will be available soon but you will need clearances.

· Yearbook - Janice Johnson, (not in attendance)
· Pictures are needed.  If you are interested in taking pictures for the yearbook, digital is best.  

· Thank you to Janice for also doing the directory. Please return blue sheets for the directory.

9.
TEACHER’S REPORT – Mr. Laurie 

· Thank you for the back to school breakfast.  

· Thank you for all those attending the Open House and for attending the Meet the Teacher event the Wednesday before school started.

· The Fall Fun Fair will be October 2nd from 5:30-7:30. Set up at 4pm. We could always use help.

· At Back To School night, Mr. Laurie gave each teacher a sign up sheet for Fall Fun Fair for parent help.

· If you didn’t have a chance to sign up and would like to help- contact Mr. Laurie or your child’s teacher. 

10.
NEW BUSINESS:

· The Going Green Initiative will take some time to fully implement. An email was sent to parents regarding Wednesday folders being placed on Brooke’s website. It will take time for everyone to fully adjust. 

11.
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m.
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